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1. AT MONTHLY PRESS CONPERENCE DECEMBER 10, DEPUTY 
MINISTER OP DEPENCE AND FOREIGN APPAIRS, LAKSHMAN 
JAYAKODY, REPORTEDLY COMMENTED ON MIDLINK EXERCISE 
AND DIEGO GARCIA. ACCORDING TO GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED 
"CEYLON DAILY NEWS", JAYAKODY REITERATED GSL POSITIONS: 

"WE DO NOT WANT BIG POWER RIVALRY IN AREA." THEN, REPLYING 
TO A QUESTION, HE REPOREDLY SAID THAT SRI LANKA HAD 
CONDEMNED CENTO EXERCISES AND HAD OFFICIALLY PROTESTED 
OVER DIEGO GARCIA. HE ALSO IS REPORTED AS SAYING THAT 
INDIAN OCEAN PEACE ZONE PROPOSAL MADE IT MANDATORY POR 
COUNTRIES IN REGION AS WELL AS OUTSIDE TO KEEP REGION 

PREE OP MILITARY ACTIVITY. THEY MUST ALL COMMIT THEMSELVES 
TO DE-NUCLEARISATION AND DENY USE OP TERRITORIES, WATER 
AND AIR IN REGION TO NUCLEAR POWERS, HE SAID. 

2. COMMENT: WE ARE UNAWARE OP GSL'S "CONDEMNATION" OP 
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PROTEST ON DIEGO GARCIA PROBABLY IS REEERENCE TO PM'S 
EEBRUARY 1 1 LETTERS TO U.S. PRESIDENT AND BRITISH PRIME 
MINISTER AT TIME DIEGO EXPANSION WAS ANNOUNCED. NO GSE 
OEFICIAL HAS RECENTLY SPOKEN TO US ABOUT EITHER MATTER AND 
BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION TELLS US NO ONE HAS APPROACHED 
IT. COMMENT ON DENUCLEARISATION AND DENIAL OE ACCESS 
TO NUCLEAR POWERS IS SOMEWHAT DISTURBING AS IT 
COULD INDICATE SOME IMPETUS TO REVIVE NON-NUCLEAR DECLARA- 
TION IS IMMINENT IN CONNECTION WITH SHIP VISITS. BELIEVE 
IT MORE LIKELY, HOWEVER, THAT JAYAKODY WAS MERELY TRYING 
TO DIVERT PRESS ATTENTION FROM GSL'S AMBIVALENT ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS OUTSIDE MILITARY PRESENCE AND ITS POLICY OF ALLOWING 
ACCESS TO COLOMBO TO SHIPS OF ALL NATIONS. 

BYRNE 
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